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Quicken/
Quicken for Windows/
Quickbooks:

By Kathy Yagal
~— SLO Bytes PCUG

Intuit’s Family of Personal
Finance/Small Business
Accounting Products

Accounting should be one of
the easiest applications to trans-
late to the PC, and many compa-
nies have bought personal com-
puters for the soul purpose of
automating their bookkeeping
“ystems. A lot of those compa-

~_«ties have had to find other rea-
sons to use their hardware,
since accounting software was,
in the midst of the late eighties,
extensive and difficult to use. A
few companies like DAC Easy,
Peach Tree, and Great American
Software tried to make ease of
use one of their selling points,
but using most packages still
often required the knowledge
of a CPA.

During that same time period,
consumers were buying PCs to
use for personal applications at
home, and software vendors
lined up to provide them with
personal finance software. An-
drew Tobias’ Managing Your
Money was introduced early
on, and remains one of the most
popular home finance software
products.

Intuit Inc, founded in 1983,
——ame out with a breakthrough
__eroduct in 1984: Quicken. Origi-

nally introduced for the IBM
and Apple personal computers,

Quicken developed a following
that consisted of both home and
business users. As it evolved,
Quicken’s features went be-
yond simple money manage-
ment to include functions like
investment tracking and per-
formance analysis, CheckFree
electronic bill payment, and so-
phisticated reporting capabili-
ties.

Inexpensive And Easy To Use

Quicken’s popularity stemmed
from two things primarily: It
was inexpensive and it was
easy to use. Rather than forcing
the user to learn unfamiliar ter-
minology and methods of op-
eration that are familiar to ac-
countants but few other people,
Quicken’s user interface was de-
signed around a common meta-
phor, the checkbook. Users.
could do their bookkeeping
much like they were accus-
tomed to; they wrote checks to
pay bills and recorded their in-

Continzed on page 8
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W At the Sunday July 5th
meeting of the SLO Bytes
PCUG Kathy Yagal will
give a brief demonstration
of Quicken, Quicken for
Windows, and Quick
Book, three personal or
small business account-
ing packages from Intuit.
HMer presentation will in-
clude a general overview
of PC accounting soft-
ware, a product group
that has seen a great deal
of change over the last
year. Kathy reviews ac-
counting software for PC-
Sources, Compute, and
Computers in Accounting.

W George will be with us.

" John Ewing will hold the
Neophytes’ class.

W Bob Ward will stay home
and play with his daugth-
ers’CD ROM.

In this issue...

Quicken for Windows 1
How Your Computer Starts

Last Month’s Meeting

Library
CD

2
3
Family Tree Maker 4
5
5
Clicking Icons 6

June’'s Meeting
Calendar
New Members

Club Information
Meeting Times
Treasurer
Officers

O OO 0000




How Your Computer
Starts

By Mike Valdez — SPACE COAST
PCUG, Feb. 92, COCOA FLORIDA

The procedure that an IBM -type
of PC goes through when you

first turn it on is apparently not
well known to some members

of the club. This article should
shed some light on the subject.

The process of starting the com-
puter is most often called “boot-
ing.” This word comes from the
English concept of “Pulling one-
self up by one’s bootstraps.” It
was probably brought to this
country by a friend of mine,
from the Cambridge University
Mathematical Laboratory in the
'50°s, when he came to the Uni-
versity of Hlinois Digital Com-
puter Laboratory on an ex-
change fellowship.

We then called it

stalled, and then tests to make
sure it is all good. When that is
happening, you see the number
###4KB counting away in the
upper left corner of the com-
puter screen as the POST steps
through the memory.

The CPU then checks the input
and output devices that are in-

stalled, and spins the disk(ette)
motors to make sure they are
working. It will initialize those
devices, along with the display
adapter.

The POST then spins the
A:drive to see if there is a
bootable diskette in that drive.
If there is, the boot process con-
tinues. If the diskette in the
drive is not bootable, you get

the error message that tells you

80, and the systems hangs up
until you either put a bootable

diskette into the A:drive, or
open the door on that drive.

if the ROM Bios cannot find a P
diskette in A:, it then goes to the

hard drive. Notice that [ did not

say “it then goes to the

Cidrive.” The next step in the

process is often omitted from
descriptions of how the com-

puter boots.

Actually the ROM BIOS reads
the first sector of the first track
of the first head of the hard
drive. This sector is actually not
part of the C:drive. In that sec-
tor, ROM Bios finds the “Master
Boot Record” for the system.
The Master Boot record is put
on the hard disk by the external
DOS command FDISK before
the disk is formatted. What
FDISK does, is allow you to di-
vide your hard drive into “parti-
tions” that may serve various
-purposes. Why on earth?

“bootstrapping the
computer?'?Su%- START POST SPIN A: Itis usreful to recall that
sequent generations | the original IBM PC =
of computer design- . . perm— LES ;am.?.wqfh.]“s’t 64K of
ers have shortened it — AM, no hard drive, no
to “boot.” HO NoO dxsk.ette drive, and an
Wh > RO audio tape recorder for
en an [BM-type of = | [HARD DRIVE ERROR MESSAGE software and data stor-
:;(:el:rc‘):ltsh,;:;:reasr:n YES age. 'Ih?t was certainly a
) very primifive system,
ROM BIOS. Thavs | < Comiers i e tar
. compete wi e Atart,
short for Read-Only READ EXECUTE Compmodore, Kaypro,
glemorys Basic Input- BOOT RECORD BOUT RECORD etc., of the day.
utput System. ‘
Wh:’n theprU hip m:n IBM .&;)l,sohallow edt'you to
IEMBIO.COM IBMBIO. COM specify the operating
;:e;srrgse S‘a;pt;fi E;»;rter system for tl;ose earllér
) ‘ computers. You cou
starts executing the :mﬂ?oou xm vg?;o" get either CP/M or
f;_(;gl;lafn ::l:)d;go&- ¥ DOS.CP/M was popu-
ined in the ! LOAD EXECUTE INTERPRET lar for a lot of the small
BIOS. I;‘IS ct;)‘nvement COMMAND. COM TBMBIO. COM CORFIG.SYS computers at that time.
to say that the pro- In fact, some say that
gram being executed EXECUTE AUTOEXEC . BAT? [ stow DOS really started out
has control, rather COMMAND, COM — TIME L DATE as a reverse-engineered
than the CPU.The CP /M. Certainly the
first thing ROM BIOS EXECUTE have many sim i¥aritigs,
does is the Power-On AUTOEXEC. BAT even today. At any rate,
Self Test (POST). That : | <mm- IBM allowed you to par- __
p;ocidtlire first . I SHOW PROMPT tition the hard drive so ’
checks how muc

Random Access
Memory (RAM) is in-
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STARTS — Cont. from page 2

it could have more than one op-
rrating system.

FDISK is a utility that IBM sup-
plies that allows you to install
DOS on one partition.” This in-
formation about the partitions
is contained in the “Partition Ta-
ble” which is in the last portion
of the Master Boot Record. The
partition tables tells how big
each partition is , where it
“starts, where it ends, and
whether it is bootable by DOS
{active) or not. and how many
bits are used for each entry of
the File Allocation Table (FAT).

The partition table has room for
only four sets of partition data.
For DOS versions before 4.0,
whose “logical” hard disks are
limited to 32MB or less, the
hard disk is typically divided
into two partitions, a “primary
DOS” partition and an “ex-
_tended DOS" partition. The lat-
ter partition can later be subdi-
vided by FDISK into several
~ogical drives. DOS gives the
first logical drive (the primary
DOS partition) the name C:.
Subsequent logical drives are
named D, E:, ..up to Z..

For DOS 4.0 and later, and Com-
paq DOS 3.31, FDISK will allow

you to make the entire disk one

primary DOS partition.

The Master Boot Record starts
off with a small machine lan-
guage program that the ROM
BIOS reads into RAM and starts
to execute. That code reads the
Partition Table to learn where to
find the DOS boot record on the
hard disk. This gives the com-
puter manufacturer consider-
able latitude in how the hard
disk is organized.

The usual PC hard disk is parti-
tioned in such a way that the
only thing on the first track
_{track zero), is the Master Boot
ecord. For an RLL disk, there
~—will be 25 unused sectors on the
rest of track zero.
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The Harris/Lanier computer
takes a different approach. It
does not waste any sectors. The
boot record is contained in the
second sector of track zero.

For a diskette, the boot record is
always the first sector of the
first side of the first track.

- Now, whether the CPU is boot-

ing from a floppy or a hard
disk, the CPU goes to the boot
record, reads that short ma-
chine language code into RAM
and gives that code control.
That code then reads crucial in-
formation from the “BIOS Pa-
rameter Block” (BPB), which is
in the first portion of the boot re-
cord. The BPB tells the boot pro-
gram what kind of disk(ette) is
being used and where to find
the directory, the FAT and the
first file.

The boot program then reads in
the first file from the disk(ette).
That file is the first “hidden”
file of DOS. For IBM DOQS, itis
IBMBIOQ.COM. For microsoft
DOS, itis I10.5YS. Not only
must the file be the first one in
the root directory, it must be the
first file in the data area of the
disk(ette), and must be con-
tained in a contiguous cluster.
When IBMBIO.COM is in
RAM, the boot program gives it
control.

For versions of DOS before 3.0,
the second hidden file (IBM-
DOS. SYS for MS-DOS) had to
follow the first file, and also be
located in contiguous clusters.
Beginning with DOS 3.0, the file
can be anywhere in the root di-
rectory and can be fragmented.
This allows newer versions of
DOS to be installed over older
versions , without having to re-
locate all the files on the
disk(ette).

After it is given control, IBM-
BIO.COM does some hardware
specific initialization and then
looks for the CONFIG.5YS file,
and if it exists, interprets the
contents.

IBMBIO.COM then loads IBM-
DOS.COM into RAM, and
gives it control. IBMDOS.COM
does some more initialization,
displays the copyright notice
and gives control back to IBM -
BIO.COM, which then loads
COMMAND.COM into RAM

and gives it control.

COMMAND.COM does some
initialization of its own, and
then looks for the AUTO-
EXEC.BAT file, and executes it,
if it exists. If the AUTO-
EXEC.BAT file does not exit,
COMMAND.COM shows you
the time and date, and then the
DOS prompt.

If AUTOEXEC.BAT exists, and
does not immediately launch an
application program, COM-
MAND.COM displays the
prompt on the screen and waits
for input from the keyboard.

##4#

Last Month’s Meeting

George opened the meeting at
lpm with a review of the vari-
ous online information systems
that are available to us by mo-
dem. Each system has differing
price structures and depending
on what your neeeds are, you
can choose from a number of
them. If you have recently pur-
chased a modem, there is al-
most sure to be an opportunity
to try one of them for free for
about six months.

George also noted that the com-
petition is very great in the in-
formation systems area. We can
look to the phone companies to
get into the act in the near fu-
ture, which will help the con-
sumer by driving down the sub-
scription rates.

Among the many available on-
line systems are America On-
line, Compuserve, Delphi, Ge-
nie, Prodigy and EXEC-PC,
each one has its advantages as

Continued on page 8.
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Family Tree Maker
By Jim Bigelow — SLO Bytes PCUG

A good geneology program is
hard to come by. I haven't tried
them all, but of the several I've
tried I was dissatisfied with
them. This sounds like another
sales pitch, but I do like this one
- Family Tree Maker. I like it
mostly because it is versatile
and allows me to format and
print out my lineage in several
styles and then vary and mod-
ify each style as I choose.

The program provides four
standard styles (family trees)
and one make-your-own: an an-
cestor tree, a descendant tree, di-
rect descendant tree and a
photo tree. It also allows one to
print a list of all their relatives,
details about a particular fam-
ily, and a calendar of birthdays
and anniversaries. All of these
printouts are modifiable. One
can choose the framing and box
styles, the number of genera-
tions to be included, just about
any configuration desirable.
And it will print empty boxes
for one to fill out later, in case
you don’t have your laptop
with you.

There are four card styles avail-
able for each person, should
one want to extend his research
to include more information.
These include military service,
occupation, personal charac-
teristcs - physical size, personal-
ity, medical history, etc. The
fourth style card is free form
and allows one to type up to
five pages of their choice notes
about their relative. This infor-
mation can be printed in detail.
Should you want to know the
relationship of one ancestor to a
descendant you tell it which
two and hit the key.

My mother, now ninety-one
years of age, provided the re-
search work on my ancestors
some twenty years ago. She is

. full of stories, history, tales, and
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data regarding our relatives and
enjoys telling them. Much of
the information has been re-
corded either by me or others in
the family.

My work is the easy part, [ en-
ter the data into the computer. I
should point out that Family

lies and gives many tips,
sources and ideas, that are im-
portant and helpful in research
work as well as a good sized
bibliography of helpful informa-
tion. Common questions and
problems are covered. Appen-
dix E explains how tc save a
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This 'printout is adirect descendant tree with sibiings (not mine). It
printed onto a letter size sheet, but larger trees that include full infor-
mation on each person may use up to twenty pages or more.

Tree Maker is a fully opera-
tional program and requires
typing in the name and data of
each person only once. It auto-
matically carries the data over
to all other entries as needed.

Family Tree Maker is not
church-oriented but provides
for a Mormon-style setup in
case you want it.

The manual, over 200 pages, 8
1/2 by 11, well written and illus-
trated, is detailed enough for
the neophyte and yet leaves
plenty for the more sophisti-
cated user. It contains an intro-
duction to the program and
four chapters. Chapter one ex-
plains installation and setup.
Chapter two is a tutorial. Three
extensively covers entering in-
formation, while chapter four-
details the several ways of print-
ing. Appendix A covers the
problems of researching fami-

part of your tree to a different
card file and how to combine
two card files into one.

Family Tree Maker is a good,

~well rounded program and wor-

thy of consideration.

It is operated by the keyboard,
using letter, number and func-
tion keys and also uses a mouse.

It will run on either two floppy
disk drives or a hard disk. It
needs 512K of RAM, or even
more for very large entries.
Pressing Alt+F1 gives a full
page of statistics about the
setup, the tree in use, and the
amount of memory available.

Price is $59.99
Banner Blue
Technical Support
P.O. Box 7865
Fremont CA 94537
510-794-6850 Phone
510-794-9152 Fax.
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SLO Bytes Library News
By Bob Ward

We have several new disks for
you this month. Check them
out. There’s something for ev-
eryone. Remember, the new
disks and McA fee's virus scan-
ning disks #418- #420 have been
pre-copied for your conven-
ience. If you don’t want to wait
for a computer to copy disks,
they may be purchased from us
for 90 cents each. Check with
Bernice, our treasurer. She has
the disks.

494 Party Planner by Smart 'n
Easy is a complete party plan-
ner and organizer.

495 Wedding Planner by the
same company... Plan your wed-
ding using this program. Very
detailed and complete. (Note: |
raven’t found divorce planner
~-yet, still looking.)

4926 Educational programs by
Ultimate Software. Language
tutorials. Learn Spanish or
French through quizzes. Geog-
raphy - a very good US Geogra-
phy program.

437W Above & Beyond. A time
management program that runs
under Windows.

498 Labels Plus ver 2.7 - Good
labels program for either laser
or dot matrix. Prints envelopes,
and much more.

Updates:

418 VSHLD91.ZIP
419 SCAN91.Z1P
420 CLEAN91.ZIP

.

###

—
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- hard disk on to-

Street Atlas USA... The Ulti-
mate Map on CD ROM

By Bob Ward — SLO Bytes PCUG

I feel like the kid on the block
who has the newest toy. Some-
time back I purchased a CD
ROM player with various CD
disks from PowerUp Software.
From my limited experience
using a CD ROM and seeing
the the possibilities for mass
storage, [ predict it will become
as common as a

day’s computer
five years from
now. Where the
price for the CD
hardware alone
was over $1,000
just a few years
ago, now you can
purchase them for
as little as $199
from DAK catalog.
The average price
for CD hardware

3.0 with 14,000 clipart files and
a multitude of other new and
improved programs that en-
hance the already excellent
Corel Draw program.

Now back to the DelLorme
Street Atlas USA disk. What
would you say if you had one
CD ROM disk that displayed
EVERY STREET IN THE
UNITED STATES down to a
scale of 1 inch equals 52 feet?
Like I said, I'm the kid with the

including the inter-
face card is $400 -
$500, many of
which come bun-
dled with a variety
of CD disks.

My purpose for

purchasing a CD ROM player
was two fold. First, with two
young girls who will need refer-
ence materials as they progress
through school, the Toolworks
Encyclopedia and National Geo-
graphic Mammals disk are a
must. Secondly, last year at
Comdex I received a CD disk
from DeLorme Mapping called
Street Atlas USA. Talso knew
that Corel Draw had a new CD
disk on the market which sup-
ported over 10,000 clipart files .
in both EPS and CDR format.
Now being the clipart junkie I
am, I couldn’t resist, and the
Corel disk was my first pur-
chased, beyond the customary
bundled disks offered with the
player. In my next review, I will
talk about the new Corel Draw

This map was reduced from a full scale United

States map to a city sized map of San Luis Obispo.
A further reduction'in size gives one the names of
each street, even those only one block long. Notice
the enlarged scale at the lower right hand corner.

newest toy so when computer
friends come over, out comes
the Street Atlas for a demo. |
like to see the expression on
their face, their open mouth,
saliva running down their chin
as 1 go through this program. It
is totally amazing (no, not their
expressions, but the program).

Street Atlas runs under Mi-
crosoft Windows so installation
is simple. Just “run” their install
program under Windows and
up.comes the DeLorme Icon.
First to show on the screen isa
map of the United States. From
there you can zoom in and get
to work, finding everything
from a small side street in the
middle of New York to every
named cow path between the
East and West Coast.

Continued on page 7
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Clicking Icons with
Jim Bigelow

SLO Bytes PCUG

W hile watching computer
users, neophytes, anyone

for that matter, operate a com-
puter, a problem becomes ap-
parent that befalls everyone as
they learn to use computers.

This problem is the chahge that
comes about in users as they
learn to use computers.

The question is: What is so dif-
ferent about how you work by
using computers and the way
you worked for so many

now you are loosening the rust
inside your scull.

Worse than that. Let’s try an-
other analogy. A year or so ago
when you wrote a letter you
used paper and pencil. You felt
the pencil glide across the pa-
per. It was physical, you could
touch it and see it. You had
been used to paper and pencil
all of your life and it was natu-
ral to you. You didn’t think too
much, you just wrote, thoughta
little, glided along easily and
wrote. Now what happens?
Now you have a computer, a
machine that will do just about
everything for you. It

years? One item, in an-
swer, is the realization |
that computers are new
to mankind. They are en-
tirely different, different
in concept and different
in usage and they per- |
form work in a different man-
ner than any piece of machinery
we have ever possessed.

When you perform physical -
work of any kind, mowing the
yard for instance, you are hav-
ing a real physical experience,
something you can put your
“hands on. You can feel your en-
ergy being used, you feel the
Sweat and see the grass fly. You
experience feedback. Eventu-
ally, you know you have accom-
plished work because you are
tired, thirsty and perhaps hun-
gry. Your mind didn’t work
much but you did and you
know it.

But what happens when you sit
at your home computer to write
a letter? The physical work
ceases, and the mind goes to
work. You have to work in a dif-
ferent way. You think with and
work with your mind. Operat-
ing a computer is not a physi-
cally and manually bit of work.
It is entirely mental and you
have to think. While mowing
the yard you loosened some
rust on the lawn mower and in
your joints and muscles, but
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will format your docu-
ment, check your spell-
ing, give you a thesau-
rus from which to
choose words, It wiil
check your grammar
and punctuation, your
style of writing, on and on. But
darn, itwon’tdo your thinking
for you. You now have to think
more and harder than ever be-
fore. Why? Partly, because you
have to learn how to set up
your computer and make it per-
form for you.

But, even worse. Now you can’t
feel the pen or paper. You see it
On a screen, you see your writ-
ing as words but you know the
letters are electronic emissions

you often think has been in ex-
istence for an eternity. (As for
myself, | prefer a silent key-
board, no noise and touch sensi-
tive. It is different, totally differ-
ent, and I like it for that reason.)

And writing a letter is not
enough, you may want to draw
a picture in your drawing pro-
gram and then import it into
the writing program. We call it
a word processor these days.
Where is my pencil and paper?
Boy oh boy, is this experience
different! Now, it is becoming
far more abstract than that of
writing with the word processor.

You see your work as symbols
that has become an abstract
symbolic medium, and is being
presented to you electronically.
This silicon monster! Your mon-
ster! And you must become
part of it. You find yourself in-
teracting with it. It acts and you
think, maybe you could call
that interact-thinking, intercogi-
tation.

And all this time you were
thinking thata computer would
make your work easier. [t may
have taken the work out of it,
but it required more thinking
than you ever thought was pos-
sible for you. But bit by bit, byte
by byte, curse word by curse
word, with the help of others,

s YOu have come this far

on a phospho-
rescent glass.
Your work is
now in a box
and unattain-
able to you. You
just aren’t as fa-
miliar with this
computer as
you were with
the pen and pa-
per, because

with your computer.

Ah, and you who re-
tired thought you
could kick back and
take it easy, but found
yourself with a com-
puter, a new world of
thought and action, a
new framework in
which to live. You

have to give a com-

this new proc-

ess has become abstract. Prob-
ably more abstract than any-
thing you have ever dwelt with.
Even the keyboard is different,
it doesn’t click and clack, like a
typewriter, that machine that

puter your undivided
attention, you can’t ignore it.
You have to have an under-
standing and interaction with
your computer as you have
never had with anything before.

Continued on page 7
June, 1992



Street Atlas — From page 5

There are several methods you

~<an use to locate a town and

street. You may locate them by
telephone area code, ZIP code,
town name, and street name. I
start out by naming the place
(town & state). You can also
reach this point by typing in the
ZIP or area code if you know it.
As you type in the name, sound
alike words appear in a win-
dow. After finishing the name
of the town or city and adding
the state, up comes the map of
the city at magnitude 13. This
screen represents anywhere
from 1 mile per inch to 10 miles
. per inch depending on the size
of the city you selected. After
homing in on the city, then it’s
time to click on the street icon.
It’s best to fill in a partial name,
as many streets are of the same
name but may be places, courts,
drives or avenues. After you
have made your selection, all
the possibilities appear in a win-

~—dow below your entry window.

By moving the highlight bar to
the street of your choice, with
one click the map will appear
with the street you selected
highlighted on the map. At this
lower magnification, street
names are not written on the
screen. The magnitude and de-
tail can be increased by pressing
the PgDn key. At higher magni-
fications, as there is more room
on the screen, the street names
appear. Keep increasing the
magnitude and eventually you
get the maximum magnification
of 1 inch equals 52 feet. In larger
metropolitan areas the block
number for the selected street
may also appear.

Other features include a
smaller, less detailed map in the
lower right corner of the screen.
Here you wiil see a box around
_that portion of the map which
epresents the larger map on
~the screen. By dragging this box
with your mouse, the larger
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more detailed map changes ac-
cordingly. Another way of “fine
tuning” your map position is by
using the large compass on the
screen. Click on N, E, S, or W or

- N'W, etc. and the detailed map
- will move accordingly.

Maps can be saved to file or
printed by sending the selected
map to the Windows clipboard.
Another icon called the GPS
(Global Positioning Satellite)
link is available for an addi-
tional cost. With the GPS Map-
Kit one can tap into 24 govern-
ment satellites and show your
location in reai-time mode.
Now tell me, does this sound
like something right out of
James Bond!

You might think all this fun and
costs hundreds of dollars. I find
itamazing that DeLorme offers
Street Atlas USA for only

$99.00. I found the program fas-
cinating, COMPLETE in ail de-
tail and a real eye-opener to the
power of a computer CD ROM.

Street Atlas USA ($99) DeLorme
Mapping Lower Main Street,
P.O. Box 298 Freeport, Maine
04032 207-865-9628

H##

Notes from the editor;

ICONS — Con*. from page 6

You needn't ask if ail this is
worth the work. The answer
lies in your accomplishments.
You feel as though you have at-
tained a college education, not
only in computers, but in many
different areas, something simi-
lar to a Bachelor of Arts degree,
because the use of a home com-
puter covers so very much terri-
tory. It involves writing, mathe-
matics, electronic spreadsheets,
electronic databases, games,
printing, even desktop publish-
ing of newsletters, all on a com-
puter, electronically, abstractly,
far more difficult and demand-
ing than ever before. But, you
are elated about it for you are
accomplishing projects you
never before dreamed possible.
And now, after all this work
with your

computer you

still can’t get

it to mow the

yard.

$$$ FOR SALE $5%

Tandy 1000SL w/ 640K,
20MB Hardcard

51/4 360 Floppy

CGA Monitor

9 Pin Printer...

All manuals &
documentation

$275.00

Jim Simmons

Phone 481-1378

Thanks for bearing with us. The newsletter has seen some
changes and we hope they are for the best. Maybe it will stabilize
and remain the same for a while. Thanks to Terri Sorgatz of Red
Bluff, California, (formerly of San Luis Obispo) who has given us

a great deal of help.

We are always in need of articles, these can also be reviews of soft-
ware, hardware and books. If you have something you want to
write give me a call. At times we have software for reviewing; if
you write the review you get the software for free. Not a bad

deal, huh?
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Quicken — Con¥. from page 1.

come (and hoped cash in was
greater than cash out).

This design concept was based -

on surveys that Intuit had done
with individuals and small busi-
nesses with fewer than 20 em-
ployees. Results indicated that
two-thirds of all small busi-
nesses, and essentially all indi-
viduals, use single-entry book-
keeping centered around their
checkbook registers, not the
double-entry method that ac-
countants and many larger busi-
nesses do.

In 1991, Intuit introduced
Quicken for Windows, which
maintained the ease- of-use and
low cost ($69.95 suggested re-
tail) of Quicken. The Windows
user interface made that prod-
uct even simpler to operate for
Windows fans. That same year,
Intuit also brought out Quick-
Pay, a payroll add-on module.

Though it was being used by
hundreds of thousands of small
companies (and endorsed by
many CPAs), Quicken had one
major drawback for business us-
ers. It did not generate invoices.
So Intuit has introduced Quick-
Books. Still easy to use and af-
fordable ($129.95 SRP), Quick-
Books has an invoice function,
and its feature set has been en-
hanced to appeal to a larger
group of businesses.

A third element of Intuit's
commitment to users — be-
sides low -cost and ease-of-use
— is its continuing policy of
free, unlimited technical sup-
port. That's a service rarely
tound in the software industry
these days, and it’s crucial to
users of accounting software.

Purchasing Decisions Are
Complicated. As with any
other kind of software, it's
wise not to choose an account-
ing package based solely on
who offers the most extensive
at the lowest cost. Bookkeep-
ing needs are highly individu-
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Calendar

J

U | 5th

L
Y

july 5th - Kathy Yagal will
demonstrate Quicken for Win-
dows.

August2nd - Computing
around the world via modem,
by Bob Ward.

September - OPEN

October 4th - Tracy Gonzales-
Corel Systems will demon-
strate Corel Draw

Hecn Hembera

SLO Bytes PCUG extends
[its welcome to these new
members. Thanks for join-
ing.

Glenn Lindsey 461-1827
W.A.Mc Cormac 544-2984
Ben Middleton 937-8997
Alice Rew 466-2230
Victor Simon 544-4081

###

alized so the purchase decision
can be complex. Anyone con-
sidering automating their
money management function
should put together a very spe-
cific list of needs based on his
or her own business or per-
sonal proceedures. Most ven-
dors offer free or inexpensive
demos, or are at least available
to answer product questions.

Taking a hands-on tour of any
package considered is ad vis-
able, since an accounting pack-
age’s user interface is critical:
If it can’t be easily used, it
probably won't be used at all.

#3434

Meeting Con?t. from page 3

well as disadvantages. An info
sheet was passed out detailing
the specifics of each system and
George’s helpful notes. George
used the remainder of his ses-
sion answering questions.

Lee Tarbet of WordPerfect Cor-
poration presented WordPerfact
for Windows to us during the
final session of the meeting. It
was great fun and punctuated
with free WordPerfect caps. Lee
donated several other items as
prizes for our drawing, such as
T-shirts and WordPerfect Figure
clip art packages. If you weren’t
present you missed a good
show.

###

Ziff-Davis User Group Magazine Discounts
PC-Magazine - $24.97
PC-Computing - 514,97
Have your mailing label handy for renewals
Call 1-800-777-2547 and ask for your
user group discount

june, 1992



Clech. Veeforomation

The SLO BYTES Newsietter is a
nonthly publication of SLO BYTES
~—~C User's Group located in San Luis
Obispo, California. Information in
this Newsletter is derived from both
our own membership and other PC
User Group Newsletters. The pur-
pose of this publication is to inform
our members of meetings and pro-
vide information related to the use of
IBM PC’s and compatible computers.

Membership: Dues are $20 per year.
Newsletter only is $12 per year. Full
membership entitles you to our
monthly newsletter, fuil use of the
public domain software library and
discounts at local computer stores.

Article Submission: Deadline for
submission of articles is the 15th of
each month. Articles should be pro-
vided in ASCII format without any
type of formatting from your word-
processor including tabs, indents, ex-
tra spaces, or highlighting. We prefer
articles on disk but will accept hard-
copies if necessary.

Disclaimer: Neither SLO BYTES PC
User’s Group, its officers, editor, or
oniributors to this newsletter as-

~—sume liability for damages arising
out of this publication of any article,
including but not limited to the list-
ing of programming code, batch files
and other helpful hints.

Reprinting of this Newsletter: Arti-
cles from this newsletter may be re-
printed by other user groups if credit
is given to both the author and news-
letter from which it was taken. Repro-
duction of articles with a specific ©
Copyright notice is prohibited with-
out prior permission from the origi-
nal author.

Advertising: Commercial advertis-
ers, request ad packet from Bob
Ward. Members may advertise per-
sonal computer equipment or soft-
ware for free. Submit your ad to Jim
Bigelow or Bob Ward.

Direct all correspondence to Bob
Ward, 2100 Andre Ave., Los Osos,
CA. 93402. Call (805)756-2164 M-F
7:30am - 4:30 pm and (805)528-0121
all other times.

“Editor: Jim Bigelow
~—515 Kiler Canyon Road
Paso Robles, CA 93446
{805)238-6335

June, 1992

Meeting ‘7@

General meetings are held the 1st
Sunday of every month, unless noted
otherwise in the newsletter calendar,
at 2:30 pm in the Cal Poly University
Biology Department, Fisher Hall 286.
Special Interest Groups (SIGS) meet
at 1:00 - 2:00 pm.

New User’s SIG - F.H. 286

SLO Bytes PCUG
Expenditures May, 1992

Our Public Domain Library is in Beginning Balance +2463.34
Fish_er Hall 292. Hours 12 Noon tiil Expenses: -
closing. Newsletter 05/27/92 -130.24
Soda -45.81
pre— — Postage deposit -200.00
SLO BYTES BULLETIN ======
-BOARD -376.05
(805) 528-6172/2400/8/N/1 Deposit 06 /08/92 +625.35
PC Files & Message Section Balance 06/08 /92 +=2=7=1;=62
SYSOPS:
Bob Ward
George Campbell
All Welcome - 24 Hours
. For Sale
Winners FOR SALE
For Sale

Sorry for you who missed the
June meeting, because you
missed a good show. Lee Tarbet
of WordPerfect Corporation
demonstrated WordPerfect for
Windows and punctuated his
demonstration by giving many
WordPerfect caps, pencils, T-
shirts and software programs to
those present. )

Adamson — T-shirt

Tammy Allen — T-shirt

Jim Bigelow — Figure Library

Mary Caprenter —Fig. Library
Art Day — WP Figure Library

Steve Dison — T-shirt

Nate Miller — T-shirt

Rex Rew — WP Figure Library
Rick Snyder — T-shirt

Jeff Spry — Calc Plus

Bill Wilson — T-shirt

BRAND NEW

NORTON DESKTOP
FOR WINDOWS —

Venaconl.O
{he latest version)

Still in
$75.00 shrink
[im Borland :erfé’r_
544-6418 opened

SLO Bytes Officers
President George Campbell

Vice President Sam Powers

Treasurer Bernice Meador
Secretary Bob Ward
Editor Jim Bigelow
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Hwy 1 - Highland Ave. - Enter ampus via
Highiand Ave. Proceed under the railroad
bridge and bear to the right at the fork in the
road. Drive past the Library which should be
on your right. Continue on North Perimeter
road through 2 stop signs. Drive past the Fire
Station and Foundations Offices to your left.

Turn leftas you approach the top of the hill into
the H4 Faculty/Staff parking lot. Enter Fisher
Science and walk to the opposite end of the
building. Refer to the map for meeting loca-
tions

Grand Ave - Enter campus via Grand Avenue.
Proceed until the street dead-ends on campus.
Tumn right. Continue past the Administration
building, and Fisher Science located to your
left. The first parking lot on your right is H4. .
Park anywherc in that lot. Enter Fisher Science
and walk to the oppositc end of the building,
Refer to the map for meeting locations.



