Ralph Sutter’s Presentation on Printers

Inkjet or Laser Printer?

Inkjet printers use liquid ink and spray it on the page.  Color inkjet printers and monochrome laser printers are roughly comparable in their initial cost.  Color laser printers are much more expensive than color inkjet printers. 
Laser printers use powdered ink and heat to fuse ink to the page.
( indicates superiority performance

	Consideration
	Inkjet
	Laser
	Comments

	Cost of ink per page
	
	(
	

	Speed of printing
	
	(
	Varies between models but monochrome laser is generally faster

	Sharpness of text
	
	(
	Inkjets lose sharpness when printing on absorbent paper

	Speed of drying 
	
	(
	

	Resistance to ink smearing and color bleeding
	
	(
	

	Ability to print on poor quality paper with minimal loss of sharpness
	
	(
	

	Resistance to smearing from drops of water
	
	(
	

	Ability to print subtle colors as in color photos
	(
	
	

	Resistance to page curl resulting from fuser bar
	(
	
	Inkjets do not have fuser bars

	Ink bonding to glossy photo paper
	(
	
	

	Availability in 4 in 1 machines
	(
	
	

	Durability
	
	(
	


With inkjet printers, the typical consumables are the ink cartridges and the print heads.  These may be separate items or combined in a single unit.

With laser printers, the typical consumables are toner cartridges, toner drum and fuser bars.

Which Is Better - Inkjet vs Laser Printer for Home Office & Small Business Printing; Inkpal.com
Printer articles from Consumer Reports
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/magazine/2013/08/the-high-cost-of-wasted-printer-ink/index.htm
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/printers/buying-guide.htm; generic printer recommendations

Printers vs 4 in 1 machines

Conserve ink by changing font type?
3D printers  

Most economical printers; Consider initial cost, cost of consumables and lifetime of both

Balance of efficiency/performance

Toner Problems:  Clean the drum
After Market cartridges/toners
Inkjet Printer After Market Cartridge for my Brother MFC J870DW 4 inkjet  4 in 1 printer

TonerRefillkits.com Toner Refill Kit for my Brother HL-2270DW monochrome laser printer  

Refilling Instructions for my Brother HL-2270DW monochrome laser printer (scanned):  

Connecting devices to the printer:  Connecting printers to a single computer, networked printing, printing from hand-held devices

Alternatives to printing photos:  Order prints from Costco:  http://www.costcophotocenter.com/Home 

Save content digitally, either locally, in the Cloud or both
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